EAST  HADDON  CROSS-COUNTRY  10TH  FEB.

This event was held at Guilsborough School on a beautiful sunny morning. This led some to believe that there would be no muddy bits, how wrong they were. Also anyone that claims it to be flat around here should try this race and I am sure their views would change.

A fantastic turn-out of 28 runners represented us in their club vests. We did look impressive, until Steve turned up 30 seconds from the start and got changed on the start line.

12 runners were either in their 1st cross-country this season or their 1st race ever which was very nice to see.

The race itself is very scenic but also very tough with a small mountain to climb near the end.

A ladies team of 12 meant that competition to make the scorers was fierce. Vicki had a great run to make the top 20, after many injuries this is really good news. We then had a new star show up. Rebecca used her local knowledge of the hills and came a brilliant 38th lady. Being the baby of the team i.e. not a veteran, we shall be expecting great things in the future. Jo Smith gets better each race and there were many good runs from the rest. Glynis, Margaret and Marian would I’m sure have said how much they enjoyed it if they could speak that was.

A good men’s squad of 16 finely honed athletes all put in a massive effort. Michael Burgess (Alan’s kid brother) ran as a guest and showed us how to do it with a 21st place. John Saw had his best run of the season. Richard has improved in each race. Dave (the old devil) Blackburn 666 is looking good and it is nice to see Ronnie back racing. Poor old Hartley keeps getting injured and must break the DNF jinx. Mike chose slick shoes and struggled which pleased me as I beat him. 

Alan Burgess, Phil, John, and Mick all did enough to make the squad for next season.

I am expecting Alan to be beating his brother by then.

Our illustrious Chairman encouraged, cajoled, heckled, and took photos

41 club runners have taken part in this year’s league, which must be some sort of record.

4 ran in all 5 races Emma, Richard, John Saw and myself. True stars.

Jo S and Dave the old devil then showed off by announcing they were going to run off together. Helen didn’t seem to mind and they were last seen heading towards Northampton. Michael decided to join them as pacemaker, which for some reason seemed to scare them. (2:30 marathon).

So, another season over. We as always won nothing but who cares and I hope that everyone enjoyed the racing or at least the bus trips with Alan.

You have till October to clean your shoes ready for next season.

Mark 

EAST HADDON RESULTS 10TH FEB 2008

Ladies 

Vicki Gibson                17th
Rebecca Izzard             38

Jo Smith                       40

Mary Kingsnorth          51 

Jo Cummings               64

Jane Cosby                   72

Helen Blackburn          73 

Glynis Simmons           78

Emma Bailey                81

Marian Bowen              87

Margaret Deacon          88

Sally Garrett                 90

Men

Mike Burgess               21

John Saw                      44

Mark Garrett                49

Mike Rogers                64

Richard House             83

Tony Powell                115

Dave Blackburn           126

Ronnie Ambrose          129

Steve McHugh             136

Alan Burgess                144

Dave Garrett                 145

Tom Sullivan                156

Phil Thompson              165

Mick Deacon                173

John Simmons              179

Hartley Hancock          DNF

Official results are on Wootton  RR website

